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This thesis discusses the major ideas and tenets of a 
contemporary Australian philosopher called" Peter Singer ."He was 

born in1946.Singer is an ethical, Evolutionary and utilitarian 
philosopher .He focused on describing the history of ethical 
thinking and explaining the extent of the biological reflection over 
the human nature. Singer talked about natural selection which 
helps in achieving the public stability of the human kind.  
Singer was titled by many nicknames. He was known as the most 

controversial and influential philosopher, the dangerous philosopher, the 

dangerous mentality and the philosopher of death. He discusses many 

ethical subjects in his writings. Like; animals' freedom, euthanasia and 

the principle of redistribution of wealth. His opinions, concerning these 

last ideas, contrast with our ethical nature, so he was criticized .  
Another reason that lays behind Singer's criticism is his defending 

about the animals' rights movement which aims at  dissolving the 
separation between human beings and non human creatures. He 
doesn't also belief in the right of life given to a baby, who wasn't 
born yet, and doesn't belief in the sacredness of the human life as 
a whole.According to Singer, death is the only solution for a baby 
who was born with a hereditary disease. This opinion stems from 
Singer's belief in the idea which says that, the value of the human 
being does not lay in his humanity, but in his possession of some 
characteristics which ensure his humanity.  

  
In addition, Singer is a plant philosopher. He argues that plant diet 
is not only healthy and economic, but it also ethical. Plant diet is 
ethical because it means, according to Singer, alleviating human 
suffering and poverty. He suggests that the importance of animals 
lies in their capacity of bearing sufferings. So, he calls for a kind of 
control over the scientific research concerning animals, and also 
calls for preventing the manufacturing of animals meat, because it 

is a shape of brutality. For  the same reason. Singer asserts the 
role of rich people in the life of the poor who need help saying that 
he gives a part of his funds for the International Relief 

Organization. One can say  that Singers' ideas aren't a good 
sample that we can use and apply in our life. He tried to play the 
role of social reformer, as his aspirations in philosophy do not lay 
in reforming society only, but the world as a whole. So, he tried to 
reform old values entrenched in peoples' minds. Singer fights and 
refused the sacredness of the human life, Alnoania and capitalism. 
He prefers euthanasia, equality between the humans' and animals 

rights and socialism. All these ideas have to follow the lines of 
utilitarian doctrine, which aims at achieving the ultimate happiness 
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for the greatest number of people. His style is practical and 
realistic. It combines the utilitarian interests of both the individual 
and the society.  

  
After that, we can conclude that Singer did not achieve a stable 
standard for the ethical values. He only tried to interpret these 
values in relation to the age in which it appears. The age in which 
there is no limited or known reality. So, his philosophy appears just 
as a proposed sample used in interpreting the real world, but it is 
not the best sample. His philosophy is not the best because he 
was not searching for a real ethical principle. He just introduced 
reasons for the dominance of the western world.  

  
It is worth mentioning that the main purpose of this research is not 

intolerance or prejudice  to any idea ,whether to  advocate or  to 
criticize them .If there is tolerance or prejudice , it is to reflect the  

points of strength and weakness of his philosophy .The main aim 
is to propose new ideas of a new  philosopher ,since his ideas 

contrasts with our ethical traditions and supports the world's 
progress and evolution. It is merely an attempt to understand this 
fast and evolutionary world. In addition this study discusses the 
dismantling of the Western tradition of morals .This principle is 
called philosophy of human happiness. We believe that our 
traditions in the Middle east differ greatly and are moving away 
from those qualifications and roads leading to Western desires for 
humanitarian entity.  

  
According to the content, this thesis includes an introduction, four 
chapters and a conclusion.  
Chapter I: (intellectual framework for Singer's philosophy)  
This chapter discusses the ethics crisis since its emergence in the 
modern era and the answers given in connection with its re-
establishment .The first chapter also proposes the most important 
intellectual trends that interprets this crisis of .Like, rational 
philosophers and psychologists, whether physical or social 
beneficial Evolutionists with an example on each kind of the 
modern philosophical trends, and Singers' opinion about each one 
of them. 

  
  
Chapter II: - (Singer and the biological evolution of ethics)  
The researcher discusses in this chapter some points about the 
ethics of biological science and as a modern branch generally 



  6

within the general philosophy and especially within the practical 
ethics. The ethics of biological science is considered one of the 
reasons that can reduce the gap between science and philosophy. 
The chapter includes the reasons, concept and relation of the 

ethics of biological science to the medical ethics .There will be a 
proposition of some major subjects, like euthanasia, Infanticide 

and abortion.    The impact of the biology over the human dignity 
and Singer's defense about this subject will be discussed also by 
justifications and proposing some views that enable the reader to 
understand his philosophy.  

  
Chapter III (the reflection of biology on the human nature)  

The researcher will cover the old debate which says "Is morality 
innate or acquired? " by explaining  Singer's role and opinion 

which involves that most of it is innate  based his opinion  on his 
evolutionary thought that he took from Darwin. According to 

"Singer" ،animals carry high moral qualities. Therefore, we hold 
these genes of ethics, but the main point here is what singer did by 
altering Darwin's idea of the natural election on the basis of the 

survival of the strongest. But "Singer" changes this concept by 
making survival for people with altruistic and cooperative  

Tendencies.  

  
Chapter four (Singer's moral goals)  
This chapter includes the answer of two questions: - the first 
includes the form of relations between human beings who are 

characterized as moral character by the  spread  of the spirit of 
altruism and cooperation between individuals and nations. The 
second question clarifies how we should live in the community so 
that we are also moral. This idea appears in Singer's desire of 
choosing simple social system in which he does not care only for 
the human's subjects, but also for all creatures to reduce suffering 
and icrease happiness in society.  

  
Conclusion statement will propose the points of strength and 
weakness in Singer's philosophy and the most important findings 
of study.  

  
 


